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DISTURBED AND MADE SOILS
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Thin litter layer and well-mixed soil in
urban areas may be due to earthworm activity.
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General Earthworm Diagram
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Earthworm Size Chart
Small {0 - 55 mm)

<)) I

Medium (56 - 110 mm)

1] TS e

Large (111 - 300 mm)

A
"
Sending womms to Worm Watch

Remember to send in one representative of each type of adult earthworm you find, even the adults |

Copyright © Worm Watch 2000. Permission to reproduce this key is limited to classroom use only.
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Figure 15. Example of a map of the area around school used to identify sampling locations.
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Figure 16. BES Data on Earthworms

Maximum and average number of earthworms per square meter, and maximum and
average biomass (in grams) of earthworms found on various surfaces. Cub Hill (a
northeast suburb of Baltimore, MD). Summer, 2002. Katalin Szlavecz et al.

Maximum Average Maximum Average
Land Number of Density Density Biomass Biomass
Cover Plots (#/m2) (#/m2) (9) (9)
Grass 37 32 3.7 17.6 2.3
Mulch 22 96 13.8 102.4 8.8
Bare Soll 7 16 2.3 48.0 5.8
Leaf Litter 8 160 41.3 106.4 27.2
Pine Litter 6 48 24.0 61.8 18.3
Flower Bed 20 64 16.3 62.4 6.8
lvy 7 80 25.1 52.8 13.0
Shrubs 14 96 43.2 43.2 12.3

Average number of earthworms per square meter found on two surfaces. University of
Maryland — Baltimore County campus (a southwest suburb of Baltimore, MD).
September, 2001. Katalin Szlavecz et al.

Average
Land Number of Density
Cover Plots (#/m2)
Grass ? 19.2
Forest ? 5.4
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